
Bill Green arrived in Viet-
nam two weeks before the 1968
Tet Offensive — 50 years ago

Jan. 30. Assigned
to the 198th light
infantry, he was
being trained on
map reading and
booby traps at the
Americal Division
in Chu Lai.
“(Enemy) rock-

ets started com-
ing in,” said

Green, an Alamo resident and
president of the Vietnam Vet-
erans of Diablo Valley. “They fi-
nally ignited the ammo dump.
When the ammo went off it
was like the sun came up. It
got super bright. All I could see
was a big mushroom-shaped
cloud and I said, ‘Holy (exple-
tive), they dropped the bomb.
They waited until I got here to
drop the bomb.'”
So the Tet Offensive was a

surprise?

50YEARSLATER

Remembering the
carnage, legacy of
the Tet Offensive

By Jeff Stein
The Washington Post

Republican lawmakers in half a dozen states
are launching fresh efforts to expand Medicaid,
the nation’s health insurance program for the
poor, as party holdouts who had blocked the ex-
pansion say they’re now open to it because of
Trump administration guidelines
allowing states to impose new re-
quirements that program recipients
work to get benefits.
In Utah, a Republican legislator

working with the GOP governor
says he hopes to pass a Medicaid
expansion plan with work require-
ments within the year. In Idaho, a
conservative lawmaker who stead-
fastly opposed Medicaid expansion
in the past says the new require-
ments make him more open to the
idea. And in Wyoming, a Repub-
lican senator who previously op-
posed expansion— a key part of President Barack
Obama’s health-care law— says he’s ready to take
another look at expansion efforts in his state.
Moderate Republicans in North Carolina,

Idaho and Kansas are similarly renewing calls
to take up Medicaid expansion, although they
face steeper climbs in convincing their conser-
vative colleagues.
If successful, the efforts could make hun-

dreds of thousands of Americans newly eligi-
ble for health coverage, while also opening the
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Medicaid
growth
gaining
support
GOP governors, legislators say
they’re open to expansion after
Trump allows work requirement

By Jennifer Leman
jleman@
bayareanewsgroup.com

You could say it happens
once in a blue moon — a
rare celestial trifecta. The
last time it occurred was
152 years ago.
In the early hours on

Wednesday, lunar revelers
will witness a total lunar
eclipse, a supermoon and
— yes — even a blue moon
hovering over the western
horizon.
“Each one of them by it-

self isn’t common, but put-
ting all three of them to-
gether is rare,” said Ben

RECIPEFORLUNARMARVEL: Last trifecta was 152 years ago

Super, blue and a smidgen of eclipse

ByMesfin Fekadu
Associated Press

NEW YORK » Bruno Mars went six for
six at the Grammys, winning all of the
awards he was nominated for with his
energetic and upbeat 90s-inspired R&B
album.
Mars won album of the year for “24K

Magic,” record of the year for the title
track, and song of the year for the No.
1 hit, “That’s What I Like,” on Sunday
at Madison Square Garden in New York

City.
Mars has nowwon 11 career Grammys.
Dozens of artists and music industry

players sported white roses in support of
the Time’s Up and #MeToo movements
against sexual abuse and harassment.
The night’s top performer was Kesha,

who has been in a legal war with former
producer and mentor Dr. Luke, who she
has accused of abusing her sexually and
mentally. Kesha gave a passionate perfor-
mance of her Grammy-nominated song,

60THANNUALAWARDS

MARS, WHITE ROSES
IN GRAMMY SPOTLIGHT

Time’s up: Blooms on lapels as performers support
#MeToo while R&B sensation scores six out of six awards

MATT SAYLES — INVISION

Kesha, right, sings “Praying” with Bebe Rexha, left, and
Cyndi Lauper. The song was inspired by Kesha’s battles
over accusations her producer sexually harassed her.
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WHAT IS A SUPER BLUE BLOOD MOON?

BAYAREANEWS GROUP

On the rare occasion when three different lunar events — super moon, blue moon and bloodmoon
— occur at the same time, it’s called a “super blue bloodmoon”.

Themoon follows an elliptical orbit
where the shortest point is called
the perigee and the farthest called
the apogee.At perigee, the moon
appears up to 14 percent bigger
and 30 percent brighter than usual.

When a full moon
occurs twice in a
month. The phrase
has nothing to do
with the color of
the moon.

During a lunar eclipse, the moon
looks reddish when it passes
through the Earth’s shadow.

Source: NationalWeather Service

Super moon Blue moon Blood moon1 2 3

MOON»PAGE6 PETERSON»PAGE6

Stephen
Thompson
as a 20-year-
old in 1968,
top, and
today. Five
members of
his 8-man
patrol were
killed on a
mission.
Thompson
received the
Silver Star.
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Bruno Mars and songwriting team accept Song of the Year for ‘That’s What I Like,’ one of six awards for Mars.
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ONLINE EXTRA
More on the
Grammys:

Best-dressed,
worst-dressed,
complete list of

winners.
www.mercury
news.com/

entertainment/
music
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Lady Gaga and Miley Cyrus were two of the many
performers who wore white roses to the Grammys in
support of the Time’s Up and #MeToo movements.

Gary
Peterson
Columnist
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Get latest
updates on
develop-
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politics at
www.
mercury
news.com/
news/
politics.
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Burress, staff astronomer
at Oakland’s Chabot Space
and Science Center.

The sun, the Earth and
the moon neatly line up
during a lunar eclipse. Be-
cause our planet blocks the
sun’s rays, the moon ap-
pears darker in the sky.

Eagle-eyed early-risers
can catch shadows start-
ing to creep over the moon
at 2:51 a.m. on Wednesday.

The partial eclipse be-
gins at 3:48 am. Total-
ity will occur at 4:52 a.m.,

when the moon is fully
immersed in the Earth’s
shadow.

Each lunar cycle, the
moon passes through per-
igee — the point in its ellip-
tical orbit closest to Earth.
On rare occasions, this
event coincides with the
full moon and produces a
supermoon.

Supermoons appear up
to 14 percent larger and 30
percent brighter. Because
of the eclipse, however,
this particular moon will
appear dimmer.

The best time to view the
eclipse will be at 5:29 a.m.,
when onlookers can expect
to see a dimly lit red moon.

Finally, at 6:08 a.m., the
total eclipse will end, with
themoon slipping back into
a partial eclipse. The show
ends at 7:11 a.m. — just in
time for the morning com-
mute. The second full moon
in January, known as a blue
moon, will sink below the
horizon shortly after that.

Astronomy enthusiasts
won’t be the only moon-
watchers.

Researchers like Rick El-
phic, a planetary scientist
at NASA’s Ames Research
Center in Mountain View,
plan to monitor the eclipse
from the ground and from
the skies to gain valuable
insight into themoon’s geo-

logical features.
To do this, NASA’s Lu-

nar Reconnaissance Or-
biter will attempt to map
temperatures as the moon
slips into the shadows. Dur-
ing a lunar eclipse, temper-
atures on the surface of the
moon drop dramatically.

“The temperatures on
the surface, and how they
change, tell us a lot about
how fluffy or compacted the
soil is on the surface of the
moon,” Elphic said.

Readings like these help
scientists understandwhich
areas of themoon are scien-
tifically significant.

Researchers and revel-
ers alike are hoping for one

thing: clear skies. And so
far, the forecasts look prom-
ising.

“There could be a few
high clouds in the sky at
the time, but as of right
now there shouldn’t be any
issues,” said Brian Mejia, a
meteorologist with the Na-
tional Weather Service in
Monterey.

Since the moon will set
low over the western hori-
zon, likely tucked behind
trees, buildings and hills,
said Andrew Fraknoi, a re-
tired professor of astron-
omy at Foothill College in
Los Altos Hills. He suggests
those hoping to view the
eclipse plan ahead.

“If you live on the beach
in Pacifica, you’re great to
go,” Fraknoi said. But most
other Bay Area stargazers
should head to the hills to
catch a better glimpse.

“If people are having to
get up for work or school,
or if they’re willing to get
up, then this is very dem-
ocratic — anyone can just
go outside and look for the
moon.”

Fraknoi insists it will be
a spectacular show, but la-
ments the timing. He would
have preferred a slightly
more forgiving schedule,
perhaps on a weekend.

But, he said, “that’s just
the way the sky did it.”
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“Uh, yeah,” Green said.
The Tet Offensive, un-

leashed during the Viet-
namese lunar new year
holiday, changed every-
thing. Before Tet, Gen.
William Westmoreland,
commander of U.S. troops
in Vietnam, stated, “We
have reached a point (in
the war) where the end
comes into view.”

President Lyndon John-
son seemed buoyant when
he visited the troops in
South Vietnam shortly be-
fore Christmas 1967. “The
enemy is not beaten,”
Johnson said, “but he
knows that he has met his
master in the field.”

Seeking to demoralize
Before Tet, North Viet-

namese forces engaged
U.S. troops in the coun-
tryside, in forests and rice
paddies. Initiating sur-
prise attacks in the cities
of South Vietnam was a
bold, all-in move, one the
North hoped would de-
moralize the enemy, per-
haps to the extent that the

Americans would give up
and go home.

Steve Thompson, a Navy
corpsman assigned to the
Marines, saw the begin-
ning of the Tet Offensive.
He didn’t know it at the
time.

“Part of my job was re-
connaissance, to go on
patrols to various areas
north of Dong Ha,” said
Thompson, 70, of San
Jose. “Starting in January
we saw troop movements
around Dong Ha. South of
the DMZ we started to see

troop movements. I guess
that was the buildup to
Tet.”

Fighting was intense.
The Marine garrison at
Khe Sanh was under siege
for 77 days. Cities such as
Hue and Ben Tre were vir-
tually obliterated. Soldiers
from the north bombed
the Marine base at Da
Nang and penetrated the
U.S. Embassy in Saigon.
The Tet Offensive was war
on a grand scale. But there
were plenty of small, des-
perate battles.

“We were on patrol in
the middle of February of
1968, out near Con Thien,”
Thompson said. “We en-
countered a larger move-
ment of troops. We were
surrounded by almost a
small battalion of Viet
Cong. We engaged with
the enemy. There were
eight of us. Five guys were
killed that day. At the time
all I knew was there was
a lot going on and I was
treating the wounded. The
lieutenant who led the pa-
trol received the Medal of
Honor.”
Thompson was awarded

the Silver Star.
Fighting commenced

shortly after midnight on
Jan. 30 in Pleiku, where
Cang Dong, a member of
South Vietnam’s armed
forces, was stationed.
Combatants from the
north moved toward the
city.

“They hit right on the
night we were supposed to
have an agreement with
them, a cease-fire for the
new year,” said Dong, 70,
who immigrated to San
Jose in 1990.

“We had some casual-
ties, three or four in my
company,” he said. “We

killed almost 50 of them.
The reason we can kill
them a lot like that is be-
cause we were armed with
heavy tanks and more am-
munition. The saboteurs
only carried one or two
magazines.”

Dong wasn’t altogether
surprised by the offensive
— “You never can trust
the Communists” — but
he was startled to see U.S.
soldiers, apparently on
alert, but taking no action.

“They probably had or-
ders from the camp com-
mander,” said Dong, presi-
dent of the local chapter of
Associates of Vietnam Vet-
erans of America. “They
don’t do nothing. They just
stayed where they were.
Our people heard rumors
that the reason the Ameri-
cans did not interfere was
they wanted to see if our
people had the capabilities
to take over the war from
them.”

Same-day reports
Both sides were scarred

by the Tet Offensive. TV
newscasts beamed same-
day reports from the fight-
ing into America’s living
rooms. They didn’t con-
form to Westmoreland’s

optimistic assessment.
And they weren’t pretty:
A South Vietnamese gen-
eral executing a prisoner
of war with a bullet to the
head; an American offi-
cer addressing the devas-
tation in Ben Tre by say-
ing, “It became necessary
to destroy the town to save
it”; and trusted anchor-
man Walter Cronkite tell-
ing viewers, “The only ra-
tional way out (of the war)
will be to negotiate.”

Meanwhile, the North’s
all-in strategy failed. The
North Vietnamese were
unable to hold the targets
of value captured early in
the offensive, were unsuc-
cessful in their goal of lib-
erating the South, and sus-
tained tremendous casu-
alties.

Two months after Tet,
a besieged Johnson an-
nounced he would not run
for another term as pres-
ident. Two months after
that, North Vietnam diplo-
mats attended peace talks
in Paris for the first time.

It took five years for the
last U.S. troops to leave
Vietnam, and just two
years after that for the
North Vietnamese to over-
run the South.
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COURTESY OF STEPHEN THOMPSON

Steve Thompson receives
a Silver Star Medal during a
1968ceremony.

GARY REYES — STAFF

Steve Thompson, age 70,
wears his Silver Star at his
San Jose home.

“Praying,” inspired by the
battles with her producer.
She was joined by Cyndi
Lauper, Camila Cabello,
Julia Michaels, Andra Day
and Bebe Rexha. Dressed
in white, they won over the
audience and hugged at the
song’s end as some audience
members cried.

Janelle Monae had in-
troduced the performance
with strong words.

“We come in peace but
we mean business. To
those who would dare try
to silence us, we offer two
words: Time’s up,” Monae
said. “It’s not just going on
in Hollywood. It’s not just
going on inWashington. It’s
here in our industry, too.”

Jay-Z, the leading nomi-
nee on the night with eight,
walked away empty handed.
He lost in the rap categories
toKendrickLamar,whowon
five awards, including best
rap album for “DAMN.” and
best rap song for “HUM-
BLE.” He has a career total
of 12 Grammys.

“This is special,man. I got
a lot of guys in this building
that I still idolize today,” said
Lamar, naming Jay-Z, Nas
and Diddy as inspirations.

At the end, Lamar closed
with: “Jay for president.”

Lamar kicked off the
Grammys with a powerful
and poignant performance
featuring video screens dis-
playing a waving American
flag behind him, as back-
ground dancers dressed
as soldiers marched and
moved behind. He was
joined Sunday by U2’s Bono
and The Edge, and also
Dave Chappelle — who told
jokes in between Lamar’s
performances.

At one point, Lamar’s
background dancers ,
dressed in red, were shot
down as he rapped lyrics,
later coming back to life
as fire burst to end the six-
minute performance.

Maren Morris, Eric
Church and Brothers Os-
borne performed an emo-
tional rendition of Eric
Clapton’s “Tears InHeaven”
—written after his son died
— in honor of the 58 peo-
ple who died at the Route 91
Harvest Festival in Las Ve-
gas last year. The names of
the victims were displayed
behind them as they per-
formed.

Sting’s performance was
somewhat political as he
sang his 1987 song, “Eng-
lishman in New York,”
which includes the lyrics,
“Oh, I’m an alien, I’m a le-

gal alien, I’m an English-
man in New York.”

Mars gave an energetic
and colorful performance
of “Finesse” with break-
through rapper Cardi B;
Pink was a vocal power-
house while she sang “Wild
Hearts Can’t Be Broken”;
and Rihanna, DJ Khaled
and Bryson Tiller teamed
up for a vibrant perfor-
mance of “Wild Thoughts.”

Alessia Cara, shaking as
she accepted the award,

won best new artist, beat-
ing out SZA, JuliaMichaels,
Khalid and Lil Uzi Vert.

“Thank you to my par-
ents and my brother for be-
lieving inme,” she said, also
urging the crowd to “sup-
port real music and real
artists because everyone de-
serves the same shot.”

Chris Stapleton won
three awards, including
best country album, best
country song and best
country solo performance.

“We always try to make
great records ... and I guess
this is a testament to that,”
Stapleton said.

The Rolling Stones
picked up their third ca-
reer Grammy — for best
traditional blues album for
“Blue & Lonesome,” while
Ed Sheeran won best pop
vocal album. Emmy and
Golden Globe winner Child-
ish Gambino, who picked up
best traditional R&B per-
formance, gave a smooth

and sultry performance
of “Terrified” in all-white
featuring screeching high
notes. Gambino was joined
by young singer-actor, JD
McCrary, who matched
his vocals and sings on the
original track.

Little Big Town, who
sang their Taylor Swift-
penned No. 1 hit “Better
Man,” also won best coun-
try duo/group performance
with the song. Lady Gaga
won over the audience with

a rousing performance of
the songs “Joanne” and
“Million Reasons,” while
Sam Smith gave a pow-
erful performance of the
song “Pray.”

The Weeknd, Lin-Man-
uel Miranda, Reba McEn-
tire, LCD Soundsystem,
Portugal theMan and Sha-
kira also won early awards.
Benj Pasek and Justin Paul,
both Oscar and Tony win-
ners, won bestmusical the-
ater album for “Dear Evan
Hansen,” sharedwith Tony
winner Ben Platt.

Chappelle won best
comedy album during the
televised show.

“I am honored to win
an award, finally, and I
wanted to thank every-
one at Netflix, at ‘Saturday
Night Live,’ at ‘The Chap-
pelle Show,’” he said.

Puppies were passed to
the losers of best comedy al-
bum, including Jerry Sein-
feld, Sarah Silverman and
Jim Gaffigan.

Posthumous Gram-
mys were also handed out
to actress Carrie Fisher,
singer Leonard Cohen and
engineer Tom Coyne, who
worked on Mars’ “24K
Magic” album. Double win-
ners included Jason Isbell,
Justin Hurwitz and CeCe
Winans.
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MATT SAYLES — INVISION

Rapper Kendrick Lamar, center, performs at the 60th annual Grammy Awards in New York. Lamar won five awards Sunday night.

CHARLES SYKES — INVISION

Dave Chappelle won the Grammy for best comedy album
for “The Age of Spin” and “Deep in the Heart of Texas.”

MATT SAYLES — INVISION

Chris Stapleton accepts the award for best country album
for “From A Room: Volume 1” at the Grammy awards.
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